SIXTH FORM AT PARK SCHOOL FOR GIRLS.

Entry into the Sixth Form is based on GCSE success and a satisfactory reference from your present school.  We require at least 6 GCSE passes in the A* to C grade range and grade A in the subjects, which you wish to study at AS/A level is normally required.  However, consideration will be given to B grade achievement in some circumstances

Unlike other schools, there are no fixed option lines at AS/A Level.  We usually succeed in satisfying the individual’s choice of subject.

The enclosed booklet gives you a summary of the syllabus content of the subjects, which we can offer.  However, a subject is only offered when 3 or more students wish to study it, in the first instance, to AS level.  The maximum number in a group is twelve.  

Girls take four subjects in their Lower Sixth Year.  Normally, one of these subjects is studied for one year only and results achieved are converted into an AS level grade.  However, if a student has the ability to cope with the workload, she can continue to study her 4 subjects to A2 Level. 

Pupils who continue their AS/A2 studies with us usually wish to study the Sciences and Mathematics.  History, French, Spanish, Art and Economics have also proved to be popular.  

Careers advice is given on a one to one basis.  In applying for university, help and guidance is given at every stage in the process.  Students are also encouraged to take a part in the corporate life of the school.  

Academic progress is carefully monitored.  Written reports are provided twice a year and there is a Parents’ Evenings in the spring term. However, staff are available by appointment, if you have any concerns.  

Module examinations are usually taken in June for both the Lower and Upper Sixth Years.  Some modules are also taken in January.  If a student’s module results at the end of her Lower Sixth Year are low, we are unlikely to allow her to continue into the Upper Sixth and A2 studies.

Practically all of our Sixth Year students wish to continue their studies to university level and the majority are accepted into their first choice university.  The Upper Sixth of 2005, have taken up places in their first choice university. Their choices included prestigious universities such as UCL, Kings and the London School of Economics (LSE). In fact, thanks to their hard work and that of their teachers, we were ranked 59th in the top 200 schools in the country.  This put us way ahead of all the local independent and grammar schools in our area.

G.C.S.E. RESULTS PER SUBJECT

In all subjects 18.5% Pass Rate was achieved in Grade A*

In all subjects 52.2% Pass Rate was achieved in Grades A* - A

In all subjects 82.6% Pass Rate was achieved in Grades A* - B

Compulsory subjects

(% Pass Rate A*-C)
	
	2008
	2007
	2006
	2005
	2004

	
	
	
	
	
	

	English
	100
	85.1
	96.2
	92.3
	94.5

	English Lit
	100
	89.4
	96.2
	88.5
	100

	Mathematics
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100

	French
	100
	97.6
	96
	100
	100

	ICT
	92.5
	71.7
	100
	96
	100

	Biology
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100

	Chemistry
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100

	Physics
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100

	Double Award Science
	98.1
	94.1
	92
	95.2
	96.2


OPTIONAL SUBJECTS

(% pass rate A*-C)

	
	2008
	2007
	2006
	2005
	2004

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Art, Design & Textiles
	100
	85.1
	100
	100
	88.8

	Drama
	*
	60.0
	80
	100
	75.0

	Economics
	100
	66.6
	87.5
	*
	100

	Geography
	90
	83.3
	90
	90
	76.5

	History
	95
	96.8
	93.75
	100
	100

	Latin
	*
	*
	*
	100
	100

	Religious Studies
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100

	Spanish
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100

	Physical Education
	*
	100
	*
	100
	100


UPPER SIXTH ‘AS/A’ LEVEL PASSES PER SUBJECT

% PASSES AND % OF A/B GRADES FOR CURRENT YEAR
	
	2007
	A/B
	2006
	2005
	2003

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Art
	*
	*
	100
	100
	100

	Biology
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100

	Chemistry
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100

	Classical Civilisation
	*
	*
	*
	*
	100

	Economics
	*
	*
	100
	100
	*

	English Lit.
	*
	*
	*
	*
	100

	French
	*
	*
	100
	100
	*

	Geography
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*

	History
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100

	Mathematics
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100

	Physics
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100

	Religious Studies
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Spanish
	*
	*
	100
	100
	*


Our Sixth Year students have a ‘free’ choice of A and AS level subjects * denotes that no student opted for the particular subject in that year.

(Lower Sixth Students only in 2004 and 2008).

SUMMARY

OF EXAMINATION RESULTS

G.C.S.E. RESULTS 2008

100% Passed 5 or more GCSE’s at Grade A*-C

No. of passes at A/A* = 52.2%

No. of passes at A*/B = 82.6%

G.C.E. ‘A’ LEVEL RESULTS

(Percentage Pass Grades A-E)
	2008
	Lower Sixth Students Only

	2007
	100%

	2006
	100%

	2005

	100%

	2004
	Lower Sixth Students Only

	2003
	100%


No. of passes at A/B Grades 100%

SIXTH FORM SUBJECTS OFFERED AT PARK SCHOOL FOR GIRLS

ENGLISH LITERATURE

The syllabus aims to encourage an enjoyment and appreciation of English Literature based on informed personal response.  Candidates should develop an ability to respond with understanding to texts of different types and periods, an understanding of the ways in which writers’ choices of form, structure and language express their meanings and an ability to discuss their own interpretation of texts.  Above all, candidates will need to display an ability to communicate clearly the knowledge, understanding and insight appropriate to literary study.

Advanced/Subsidiary

Candidates will take 3 modules: -

1. Drama and Poetry

2. Pre-1900 Prose

3. Shakespeare

Advanced 2

Candidates will take a further 3 modules: -

1. 20th Century Prose

2. Poetry and Drama

3. Criticism and Comparison

EDEXCEL

CLASSICAL CIVILISATION

This course will appeal to students who would like to know more about the fascinating societies of ancient Athens and Rome.  The course makes extensive use of classical sources, but no knowledge of Latin or Greek is required as the sources are studies in English.  As ancient Athens and Rome had an enormous influence on the modern world-in architecture, literature, philosophy, social customs, law and government, in art, education and science, this course offers a wonderful insight into chosen aspects of the classical world.  Classical Civilisation will be of especial interest to students who enjoy social history and literature, but it is also of interest to those studying scientific subjects, who would like to do a contrasting subject.

Advanced/Subsidiary

Candidates will choose THREE modules: -

1. Women in Athens and Rome

2. Homer ‘The Odyssey’

3. Aristophanes – various comedies. (Coursework)

Advanced 2

1. Greek Tragedy

2. Roman Epic

3. Hannibal. (Coursework)





AQA

FRENCH/SPANISH

A new specification has been introduced in Modern Languages which makes the course more flexible, relevant and suitable to those students who have enjoyed their GCSE courses and been successful in their language examinations.

The core specification insists on a good knowledge of France/Spain and wide linguistic competence.  There is a great emphasis on the use of the target language and an integrated skills approach to testing and teaching.

A/S Spanish now consists of 2 units:
Spoken Expression and Response in Spanish

This unit rewards students for their ability to converse in Spanish on a general topic area that they have chosen in advance.

The examination lasts 10 minutes, is recorded and externally assessed and is worth 30% of the total A/S mark and 15% of the A Level work.
Understanding and Written Response in Spain

This unit requires students to understanding of Spanish texts and recording.  In addition, students will be required to produce and essay to demonstrate an ability to manipulate the Spanish language in continuous writing.

The examination lasts 2½ hours and will consist of  3 sections:

Listening

Reading

Writing

The examination is externally assessed is worth 70% of the total A/S mark and 35% of the A Level mark.

A/2 Now consists of 2 Units

Understanding and Spoken Response in Spanish

This is an 11-13 minute assessment in which students will speak on a chosen issue.  The teacher will then initiate a spontaneous discussion in which a minimum of 2 further unpredictable areas of discussion will be covered.

This examination will be recorded and externally assessed.  It is worth 17.5% of the total A2 mar,.

Research, Understanding and Written Response in Spanish

This paper has 3 sections

Translation from English into Spanish

A Spanish-language essay of 240-270 words

A research based essay in Spanish rewards students for Spanish-language research skills linked to an area of interest to the student.

This examination will be externally assessed.  It is worth 32.5% of the total A/2 mark.
The A/S 1 year specification is available as a firm basis for Advanced Level work in the 2nd year of the Sixth Form but might also prove useful for those students who wish to pursue their language studies beyond GCSE for a further year as a means of broadening their post-16 modules or whilst undecided as to their future study plans.  Its scope and content are thus accessible to students who enjoy language study and recognise its importance in the modern world but are unsure of their total commitment to the full Advanced Level course. However, the Advanced Level Course of 2 years is rigorous and demanding and the synoptic Units 4-6 taken at the end of the course contain all the four language skills at the highest level.

French and Spanish are ideal subjects for those students who have an aptitude for language work and an interest in developing their language skills to high standard.  French and Spanish are particularly relevant to certain Arts and Science subjects.  Careful choices of Unit might lead to business, literacy or practical courses at tertiary level.

The new Specification lends itself well to the use of modern learning methods such as CD ROM, satellite TV and the Internet and many new courses now being implemented provide for the integration of these materials and strategies.

In order to benefit fully from the AS or A2 courses and to undertake the Units with confidence it is recommended to obtain A* or A at GCSE level.

Students are expected to take an interest in the culture of the country whose language they are studying.  This will entail reading magazines, newspapers and literature in the foreign language.  An ability to understand and enjoy learning grammar is essential.





EDEXCEL

HISTORY

AS/Advanced Level GCE

The GCE course in History provides an opportunity to study some of the most significant and interesting aspects of nineteenth and twentieth century European history, balanced by fascinating themes from British history covering change over time.  It is expected that topics may include:

· modern German history, including the rise of Hitler and Nazi Germany
· modern Italian history
· democracy in Britain, including the role of the Suffragettes

Students of History at GCSE will find the skills and knowledge they have acquired will form a sound basis for A/AS studies, especially where topics are developments from GCSE.  Students who have not taken History at GCSE but have a good pass in English or a related subject, an interest in the past and sound communication skills are likely to cope well too.


While a good essay style and command of detail will play an important part in the course, students are encouraged to read widely and present their own views as much as possible.


The examinations are based on 4 units of assessment:


2 units studied in the first year comprising the AS


2 further units studied in the second year to make up the full Advanced GCE.


One of the units will be coursework.
It is quite a flexible system.  Students can make use of the opportunity to resit units, if they wish to do so, to improve their grades.

Universities and employers recognise the particular skills that the student of history has acquired: the ability to research and organise material; the ability 
to analyse and think independently and the ability to draw on relevant 
evidence to support arguments.  

These are skills that are relevant and valuable whatever one’s career choice.

EDEXCEL

OCR ADVANCED SUBSIDIARY GCE IN GEOGRAPHY A (3832)

Outline

These specifications emphasise the unity of geography.  In order to achieve an understanding of the complex inter-relationships between people and environment it is first essential to provide a sound knowledge and understanding of physical and human geography.  To that end the Advance Subsidiary GCE specification provides a coherent course in physical and human geography, promotes an investigative approach, and lays a sound foundation for further study at A2.  The A2 modules include opportunities for candidates to study selected aspects of physical and human geography in greater depth, and to develop their investigative skills, either by means of producing a personal investigative study, or by taking an examination paper which tests those skills.  The People and Environment Options allow candidates to explore complex inter-relationships in a synoptic context, synthesising knowledge, understanding and skills from other modules in the specification with particular attention to real world examples.

Units of Assessment

	
	
	
	
	
	Weighting

	Unit
	Level
	Unit Title
	Duration
	Mode of Assessment
	AS
	Advanced

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2680
	AS
	The Physical Environment


	1 hour 15 mins
	Written

Examination
	40%
	20%

	2681
	AS
	The Human Environment


	1 hour
	Written Examination
	30%
	15%

	2682
	AS
	Geographical Investigation
	45 mins
	Written Examination and Coursework
	30%
	15%`

	2683
	A2
	Options in Physical and Human Geography


	1 hour 30 mins
	Written Examination
	-
	15%

	2684
	A2
	People and Environment Options


	1 hour 30 mins
	Written Examination
	-
	20%

	2685
	A2
	Personal Investigative Study (Geography A)


	-
	Coursework
	-
	15%

	2686
	A2
	Investigative Skills (Geography A)
	1 hour 30 mins
	Written Examination and Coursework
	-
	15%


ADVANCED LEVEL RELIGIOUS STUDIES

This Advanced GCE Draws its unit content from a range of religious beliefs and from a philosophical and ethical approach to religion. The particular aims of the specification are: -

· To develop an interest in and enthusiasm for a rigorous study of religion.

· Treat the subject as an academic discipline by developing knowledge and 


understanding appropriate to a specialist study of religion.

· Use an enquiring, critical and empathetic approach to the study of religion.

Areas of study
The course explores the foundations and development of Philosophy of Religion, Ethics, and the flowing religions:  Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism.

Students must study at least two of the areas offered.  There is a wide choice but it is usual for all candidates to study the Philosophy of Religion Unit, along with one other.  This would have to be agreed within the group.  The Advanced Subsidiary (AS) course is the foundation for study at A2.

Assessment
The Advanced Subsidiary (AS) consists of two units: -

· One unit assessed by written examination with a total examination time of 1 hour 45 minutes.

and

· One unit entitled “Investigations”.

This unit has an enquiry-based approach to teaching and learning, and is made up of seven areas of study that are available in Unit 1.

Within each area of study there are three topics.  Students must study one topic.

This unit provides for a balance of teacher-directed and more independent student enquiry.  It offers a choice between these methods of teaching and learning by giving students the opportunity to undertake individual research into a topic in which they are particularly interested.  This will enable students to study independently and to use, and evaluate, a wide range of source material.

Assessment:

This unit is assessed by an external examination of 1 hour and 15 minutes

Each area of study offers three different topics.  Candidates study one topic and, in the examination, answer the question that relates to that topic.  The examination paper is made up of 21 questions (three for each of the seven areas of study).  All the questions set for this unit are essay questions.

Every effort will be made to accommodate the personal interest of the student.  There are a number of areas to study, and they may be chosen from any unit of the syllabus, regardless of the ones assessed by examination.

· The A2 consists of a further two units.  One is centred on the two areas of study that were chosen at AS.  The second is a source-based synoptic paper, which allows the candidate to demonstrate their understanding of the entire course.
The two units assessed by written examinations with a total examination time of 3 hours.

The AS and A2 each make up 50 per cent of the total assessment at Advanced GCE in Religious Studies.  It is expected that the AS units will be assessed at the end of the first year of a two year course.  Separate certification will be available for those who do not go on to take the full Advanced GCE.

Examinations are available only in June, with the exception of the coursework module, which will also be available in January.

It is not necessary to have studied Religious Studies at GCSE level to follow the Advanced Course.










EDEXCEL 

ART & DESIGN – FASHION AND TEXTILES

Do you have an interest in, and aptitude for Art?  Remember, even if you are not intending to pursue the subject beyond Advanced Level, Art ad Design will complement, and give you the same credit as many other subjects.

A. As in GCSE Art and Design, A Level Art can be taken as a general course, covering a wide variety of skills and media.

B. Alternatively, it is possible to concentrate on a specific area of study as follows: -

1/Fine Art (including Sculpture and Printmaking)

a) Drawing and painting – recording, analysing, communicating and expressing in a variety of media.

b) Sculpture – using clay, plaster, wood etc.

c) Printmaking – lino-printing, mono-printing, block and silk-screen printing.

2/Fashion and Textiles

Study of the main types of textiles and the process involved in the manufacture and decoration of textiles.  This will include screen and block printing, tie-dye, batik, paining on fabric, hand and machine embroidery, appliqué, quilting, patchwork etc.

AS is made up of TWO units of coursework and an externally set assignment of 8 hours duration.

The Full Advanced GCE is made up of the THREE AS units plus TWO more coursework units and an externally set assignment of 12 hours duration.

MATHEMATICS

ADVANCED SUBSIDIARY/ADVANCED MATHEMATICS

Pupils embarking on either of these courses of study are expected to have ideally achieved a grade A in GCSE Mathematics.  If the Intermediate Tier has been followed, extra material must be covered before commencing the course.  Guidance for this will be available after the GCSE examination session.

Pupils intending to follow a Mathematics course should have enjoyed the subject at GCSE, have the ability to reason logically and be prepared to take increasing responsibility for their own learning and the evaluation of their own mathematical development.

All Mathematics Advanced GCE specifications comprise of SIX units and contain an Advanced Subsidiary subset of THREE Units.  The AS is the first half of an Advanced GCE and contributed 50% of the Advanced GCE.  All pupils will be entered for AS during their Lower Sixth Year and will sit TWO Pure units and ONE Applications (Mechanics or Statistics) unit.  Those wishing to continue and achieve an Advanced GCE will study TWO further Pure unit plus ONE further Applications unit.

Study of Mathematics is stimulating and rewarding.  Although the pace is fast, there is much opportunity for class discussion.  However, consistent hard work is necessary to ensure success.

EDEXCEL

PHYSICS

A full A level course will comprise Advanced Subsidiary (AS) and Advanced (A2) courses.  Both courses (AS and A2) are modular.  Each consists of three modules assessed through an associated assessment unit.

Advanced Subsidiary is designed to provide an appropriate assessment of knowledge, understanding and skills expected of candidates who have completed the first half of a full Advanced Level qualification.  The level of demand of the AS examination is that expected of candidates halfway through a full A Level course of study.

Advanced Subsidiary may be used in one of two ways: -

· As a final qualification, allowing candidates to broaden their studies and to defer decisions about specialism.

· As the first half (50%) of an Advanced level qualification, which must be completed before and Advanced Level award can be given.

The three units of assessment at the end of each course (AS and A2) comprise       two - 1½ hour written examination, one-1 hour written examination and coursework or practical examination.

OCR

CHEMISTRY

For anyone contemplating a career in Science, whether in the Physical or Biological Sciences, whether in the medical field or in the field of engineering, chemistry is a key subject.  To quote the Nobel Laureate, Sir Harry Kroto, (1999) in an R.S.C. publication, 

“In each and every advance, chemistry in all its aspects – theoretical, organic, inorganic, physical and analytical – has been either directly or indirectly involved”

In the context of AS and A2 studies, Chemistry, as well as standing alone, provides a background to aspects of both Biology and Physics.  For prospective medical students it is essential.

The Edexcel Chemistry specification is based on six units.  Three units at AS which can be chosen as a final qualification and 3 units at A2. 

Unit three (AS) involves both practical work and a paper based on laboratory Chemistry whilst the final (6th) unit involves practical work and a Synoptic Paper covering all aspects of the AS and A2 specifications.

Sixth Form chemists are always encouraged to keep abreast of current scientific developments by reading newspapers and scientific periodicals and watching relevant programmes on television.  They are also encouraged to attend public lectures and conferences.

EDEXCEL AS GCE Chemistry (8080)

EDEXCEL A2 GCE Chemistry (9080)

BIOLOGY

The structure of this course is designed to focus attention on the relevance of biology in our modern world.  The subject matter includes coverage of spiritual, moral, ethical, social and cultural issues; environmental education; the European dimension; health education; economic and industrial understanding, as well as the theoretical content.

During AS, students study the core concepts underpinning theoretical biology which leads into a module on Human Health and Disease.  Half of the third unit is practical coursework.  The theoretical aspect of module 3 is transport mechanisms in mammals and flowering plants.

In the second year (A2) module 4 covers the next level of core concepts, while module 6 is part practical and the synoptic written paper.  OCR offers a choice of five options for module 5: -

1. Growth, Development and Reproduction

2. Application of Genetics

3. Environmental Biology

4. Microbiology and Biotechnology

5. Mammalian Physiology and Behaviour

The biology department is equipped for options 2,4, and 5.  These would also be the most useful for those intending to take tertiary courses in biology, microbiology or biochemistry.

Coursework is a compulsory element of modules 3 and 6.  This requires a student to spend extra time doing laboratory work (up to 20 hours a module) and literature research in their own time.  The research report that is submitted is expected to follow conventional scientific format. Module examinations can be taken in January and June.  Should a student wish to take AS module only, then 1,2 and 3 would be sat in June of the AS year.

Students are actively encouraged to attend as many Sixth Form conferences and public lectures as is feasible.  This exposes them to different styles of lecturing, as well as hearing about the latest trends in the world of real science.  As many of these lectures take place in central London it would be prudent for the students to take full advantage of such opportunities taking place almost on our doorstep, and costing very little.

As the gap between GCSE and AS is enormous and students are expected to begin to work on their own, an effective way to achieve both these ends is to read around every topic in text books as well as the most up-to-date journals. The school receives New Scientist, a weekly journal that summarises the major events of the preceding weeks, which students should peruse.  We also subscribe to Biological Sciences Review but I strongly advocate that every AS and A2 student takes out her own subscription.  The 2004/5 price is £10.95 for 4 issues.

OCR

ECONOMICS AS AND A LEVEL

This is a topical and fast moving subject that gives those who study it in depth an understanding of how the interactions between money and goods, supply and demand, interest rates and inflation, all ultimately affect the money we actually have to spend, wherever we may live.  Our wealth and spending power may change daily as a result of the economic news from all parts of the world.  The course begins by looking at the basic economic problem of scarce resources and seeing how we can make use of specialisation and exchange to improve our standard of living.

How markets work, how prices are decided and how large and small firms operate are studied.  The student will understand whether firms are out just to maximise their profits or whether they are seeking to gain a greater market share.

Do our markets work efficiently and why does the government intervene in markets?  Why does the government not spend more on health care and education?  Why doesn’t it prevent pollution and why is there so much congestion on our roads? Surely we shouldn’t have to pay so much money in taxes and how could it possibly be a bad thing to accept, without question, the minimum wage?  Why is it such a big deal if interest rates go up and down by half a per cent?  Why do we want to abandon our currency and use the Euro, why, indeed, do we need to be in the European Union even though it seems to have so much influence on our daily lives?

The answers to all of these questions will have a very great bearing on your future life and studying economics will help you to understand the thinking behind political decisions to raise/lower income taxes, interest rates, government spending, etc.

The study of Economics gives students a good working knowledge of both the home and global economy and is a very useful and highly regarded subject for all future university or job applications.

The AS GCE forms 50% of the full A Level.  There is no coursework.

AS Level

Unit 2881
The Market System (1 hour)

Unit 2882
Market Failure and Government Intervention (1hour)

Unit 2003
The National and International Economy (1 hour)

The question papers for all AS units are of a similar format, i.e. compulsory questions based on an unseen case study.  Some questions towards the end of each paper require candidates to write in continuous prose.  In Unit 2003, in the final question, candidates choose one from two alternatives and are required to write at length.

A2 Level

Candidates take the following units: -

Either 
Unit 2884
Economics of Work and Leisure (1 hours 30 minutes)

OR
Unit 2885
Transport Economics (1 hour 30 minutes)

AND

Either
Unit 2886
Economics of Development (1 hour 30 minutes)

OR
Unit 2887
The UK Economy (1 hour 30 minutes)

AND


Unit 2888
Economics in a European Context (1 hour 45 minutes) (pre-


issued case study).

The assessment of A2 optional units consist of: -

A compulsory data response question and a choice of one structured essay question from three questions.  The assessment of Unit 2888 (synoptic unit) consists of a small number of essay questions prompted by the case material in the pre-issued case study.

OCR

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY (ICT) AS AND A LEVEL

In today’s workplace those with the knowledge and skills to use ICT creatively have the opportunity to pursue new and exciting careers, with whole industries emerging around the ICT revolution.

Young people will need many technological skills that include the ability to gather, process and manage data.  These skills are now as essential as the traditional skills of numeracy and literacy.

Whatever the profession the student chooses, she will need to understand ICT in some depth to be able to use all the concepts encompassed in ICT to her advantage.  The student needs a firm grounding in ICT for her career, for lifelong learning, and for recreation.

These concepts include all manner of computer applications and programmes for daily tasks, the search for data and guidance on the Internet, the power, cheapness and speed of E-mail and the coming interaction between computers, telephones and television resulting from the ‘digital’ revolution.

This course will focus on the development and understanding of the fundamentals of ICT and will provide the knowledge and skills suitable for participation in an evolving information-based society.  The intention is, therefore, to provide the opportunity for the student to learn the analytical, interpersonal and technical skills they require to be active participants in an exciting and dynamic world, heavily dependent on computers.

Students will need to reflect critically on ICT’s role in society and consider its positive and negative effects.  This course reflects the need to develop skills and attitudes that increase the students’ abilities to address the social and ethical issues of technological advancements.

To meet these career challenges, students must be self-reliant as well as good communicators and problem solvers.  They require interpersonal, academic and technical skills and must demonstrate an ability to work independently and as part of a team.

Specification Content and Scheme of Assessment

The content covers the principles of problem solving using ICT and a range of applications and the effects of their use.  The content goes on to cover communications technology, user interfaces, distributed systems, systems analysis and design and methods of implementation, testing and documentation.  The AS GCE forms 50% of the full A Level.

AS Level

Unit 2512
Information, Systems and Communications – a written paper (1 hour and 30 minutes containing 10-15 structured contextualised questions requiring short answers.

Unit 2514
PRACTICAL applications of ICT using Standard/Generic Applications Software – a written paper (1 hour and 30 minutes), containing 4-6 questions based on a short scenario.

Unit 2513
Coursework - Structured Practical ICT Tasks: the pre-leased OCR-set tasks are presented to candidates, requiring them to find a solution to a given problem and to demonstrate competence in the skills of design, testing, implementation and documentation.

A2 Level

Unit 2515
Communications Technology and its Application – a written paper (1 hour and 30 minutes) containing 4-6 structured questions.

Unit 2517
ICT Systems and Systems Management – a written paper (1 hour and 30 minutes), containing 4-6 structured questions.

Unit 2516
ICT Project – this requires candidates to develop an ICT solution to a real-life problem.  The problem should be formulated through negotiation between the candidate and the teacher and involves the skills of analysis, design, testing, implementation and evaluation.

AS/A2 MUSIC 

This course is well suited for students wishing to pursue a greater understanding of music and express creativity through performance and composition.  

GCSE Music is not a prerequisite but students without this should have at least a Grade 5 standard on an instrument/voice.  It is also expected that students will be taking instrumental or (vocal lessons), either privately or through the school.

The AS and A2 Music course covers the areas of The History of Music, Composing and Performing.  Composing and Performing requirements look similar in the second year but candidates will develop their musical ideas to a higher standard.

AS Music (First Year) Outline
Unit 1: Influences On Music
This unit covers the history of music, including The Western Classical Tradition (Choral Music In The Baroque Period) as well as Musical Theatre and British Popular Music from 1960 onwards.



Assessment: Written/Listening Paper (30% of AS)

Unit 2: Composing
Candidates respond to one brief from a choice of three. 




Assessment: Composition Submission (30% of AS)

Unit 3: Performing
Solo and/or ensemble performances (or technology-based performances).

Candidates offer two performances (each 5-8 minutes) from a choice of six.




Assessment: 2 Performances (40% of AS)

A2 (Second Year) Outline
Unit 4: Music In Context
This unit covers the history of music, including English Choral Music In The 20th Century, Chamber Music from Mendelssohn to Debussy and Four Decades of Jazz and Blues (1910 - 1950).



Assessment: Written/Listening Paper (40% of A2)

Unit 5: Composing
Candidates respond to one brief from a choice of three. 

Assessment: Composition Submission (30% of A2)

Unit 6: Performing
A choice of solo, acoustic and/or technology-based performances. 

Assessment: 2 performances (30% of A2)

AQA

CAREERS INFORMATION

OPPORTUNITIES AFTER ‘A’ LEVEL

Universities

With three A Level passes you can go to university to study for a degree.  It is important that you aim to achieve the highest possible grades at ‘A’ Level, as this will give you access to the best universities.

Into A Salaried Position

Most large organisations run trainee management schemes for those with 1-2 ‘A’ Levels e.g. Department Stores, Banks, Building Societies, Insurance, Civil Service (Executive Officer), Stock Exchange.

Opportunities for Graduates

Professions open to all graduates, whatever the subject of their degree, include: -

Civil Service Administration

Local Government
Accountancy

Health Administration


Advertising

Banking

General Management


Computing

Insurance



The Media



Journalism 

Librarianship

Marketing



Sales


Market Research


Personnel



Purchasing

Social Welfare

Law



NB 
80% of jobs advertised for new graduates do not specify any preferred degree subject.

Employment Opportunities

The rate of graduate unemployment is the lowest for any age group.  Most organisations admit graduates at a higher grade and they also follow an accelerated course of training.  Many professions are only open to graduates.  Over a lifetime, a graduate can expect to earn considerably more than a non-graduate.

STUDENT FINANCE INFORMATION FOR 2009 ENTRY

TUITION FEES

From September 2008, in England, Wales and Northern Ireland, institutions are able to charge new students up to £3,145 a year for their courses.  Amounts charged may very between courses as well as between different universities and colleges.
Students will not have to pay these fees up front as they will automatically qualify for a low interest loan.  They will not have to begin paying for their course until they have graduated and are earning more than £15,000.

This means that they will not have to find the money before they start their course or while they are studying and the fees will be paid direct to their university or college on their behalf.  Repayments are set at 9% of earnings above this amount.

The tuition fees that each university or college charge will depend on where your son or daughter live as well as where they study.  For more detailed and up to date information visit www.ucas.com/students/studentfinance and:

For England

www.studentfinanceengland.co.uk
For Scotland

www.saas.gov.uk
For Wales

www.studentfinancewales.co.uk
For Northern Ireland

www.delni.gov.uk/studentfinance
GRANTS
Students can apply for a non-repayable maintenance grant of up to £2,835 a year.  How much they get will depend on their income and that of their household.  Grants are payable in three instalments-one at the start of each term.

Further information about grants is available on the UCAS website at www.ucas.com.

BURSARIES
If your son or daughter is planning to attend a university or college that charges the maximum tuition fees of £3,145 a year for their course, and they are eligible to receive the full maintenance grant of £2,835, the institution will have to provide them with a t least £310 a year.  They do not have to pay this back.
This will take the form of a non-repayable bursary or some other type of financial help.  The type and amount of financial help will depend on the university or college concerned.  Some students will get more than this, as many universities and colleges off financial help worth more than £310.

Use the Course Search facility on the UCAS website to find out about specific bursaries available for particular courses or contact universities and colleges direct.  Most universities and colleges offer much larger bursaries for low income families.

STUDENT LOANS
These means-tested loans are to help with tuition fees and basic living expenses (rent, bills, food etc).  They are low interest and available to all full-time English and EU citizens who have been resident in the UK for three years.

The amount your daughter is entitled to depends on: -
· Your income

· Whether they will be living at home or in student accommodation, and

· Whether they will be studying in or outside London.

At the highest level, for students from a low-income background living away from home at a London university or college, the maximum loan in 2008 was £6,475 a year.
At the very lowest level, for students who live at home with better-off parents and go to a university or college outside London, the figure would be £3,580 in 2008.

This means that in 2008 your son or daughter would have been entitled to anything between £3,580 and £6,475, depending on various factors.  Depending on where you live, your son or daughter’s application will be processes by Student Finance England, Local Authorities (LA) in Wales, Education and Library Boards in Northern Ireland (ELBNI) or the Student Awards Agency for Scotland (SAAS).

To find the contact details for your Student Finance England, LA, ELBNI or SAAS, go to www.direct.gov.uk/studentfinance - although the website for England is now

www.studentfinanceengland.co.uk.
The loan is provided by the Student Loans Company.  It is normally paid by cheque or directly into the student’s bank account in three instalments – one at the beginning of each term.

The awarding body, depending on where you live, assesses entitlement each year, so your daughter must remember to reapply every year of her course.  As it can be quite a long process, it is important to apply early.  The deadline is the end of July, so applying by, say, March may be a good move.  There may be more than one application to fill in, so the sooner your son or daughter can apply the better.  Applications after July are still processed, but your daughter may not get the first instalment in time for the start of their-course.

The loan has to be paid back once your son or daughter has graduated and is earning more than £15,000 a year.  Repayment usually begins at the start of the following financial year (i.e., the April after graduation, if your son or daughter is earning enough).  Your daughter’s employer is notified about her loan repayment and it will be taken from her earnings before tax is deducted.

Useful Websites
www.aimhigher.ac.uk/student_finance - the Aimhigher national programme provides comprehensive information to help students get started on the road into higher education.  This section of its website includes a cost-of-living calculator and information on what help is available.

www.studentfinancewales.co.uk – online services and information for Welsh students interested in the financial help available to students in higher education.

www.education–support.org.uk/students  - student support service for higher education students who are funded through the five Northern Ireland Education and Library Boards.

www.saas.gov.uk – website of the Student Awards Agency for Scotland whose purpose is to deal with financial support and give advice to eligible Scottish students in higher education throughout the United Kingdom.
www.nusonline.co.uk/info/money - website of the National Union of Students, which includes advice on a range of financial matters from student overdrafts to paying back student loans.
www.studentfinanceengland.co.uk - government website which includes information about student finance and eligibility for financial help.

www.nhsstudentgrants.co.uk – website offering health related degree or diploma bursary information.

www.ppa.nhs.uk/ppa/swb.htm - website offering England study based General Social Care Council approved Social Work degree bursaries.

www.skill.org.uk – website which includes a wide range of advice for disabled students.

www.slc.co.uk – The Student Loans Company (SLC) is a UK public sector organisation established to provide financial services to HE students across the UK.
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